Concepts of location, direction, and motion are very
important in Russian. Careful study of the way Russians
think about and talk about motion and location will

Grammar 9—Motion and Location

provide you with a rich set of tools for expressing

yourself.
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Russian makes a distinction between being at a location
and moving toward or away from it. This is a distinction which was lost in English around the time of World
War 1. In the table below we show the archaic English adverbs of motion in parentheses:

From Where Where To Where
Question OTKy/1a? rae? Kyzia?

from where? (whence?) where? to where? (whither?)
Here 0TCH5,qa 3,Z[éCb C}O,qé

from here (hence) here to here (hither)
There oTTYyJa TaMm Tyza

from there (thence) over there to there (thither)
This distinction holds even when we name the location:

From Where Where To Where

Genitive Case Prepositional Case Accusative or Dative Case
Surface cOo CTOJIEi Ha CTOJ'Ié Ha CTOJ

off the table on the table onto the table
Enclosed Space 13 GaHKH B GaHKe B GaHKy

out of the can

inside the can

into the can

Unpenetrated Space

OT 4Ye/iI0OBeKa
from the man

Yy 4eJyioBEKd
near the man

K Ue/iIoBeKy
toward the man

Examples

From a surface:
Into a space:
Toward a space:

Pass the plate from the table.
Pour sugar into the can.
I am going toward the doctor.

[lau Tapenky co crosa.
ChIrb caxap B 6aHKY.
A upy K Bpauy.

The classification of a space may at times surprise:

He arrived on an automobile.
He arrived onto work.
He arrived onto the meeting.

OH npuexas Ha MallliHe.
OH npwutén Ha paborTy.
OH npuiuén Ha cobpaHue.

As a surface:
As a surface:
As a surface:

The classification can depend on how the space is used:

from inside the cardboard box
from on top of the cardboard box

13 KOPOOKH
C KOpoOKH

An enclosed space:
A surface:

Thus as the interaction with a space changes, the classification may have to change to match:

OH 1é K UenoBeKy. He was walking toward the man.
OH HacbInan Ha yesioBeka recok. He poured sand onto the man.
OH cTpeJisi/i B UesioBeKa. He shot into a man. (Seen as enclosed)

Seen as unpenetrated:
Seen as a surface:
Seen as enclosed:
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Russian Prepositions
Expressing Motion and Location

HaJ CTOJIOM
wap CTOsIoM

N

34a CTOJIOM

Ha cTose

nepea ctoJiomMm
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