Vocabulary 14—Verb Prefixes

Russians put prefixes on their verbs in order to create new meanings or shades of meaning. If you learn the
meanings of the most common prefixes, you will often be able to guess what a familiar verb means with a
different prefix. In the table below we show some common prefixes and how they alter the meanings of verbs.

The use of prefixes is so popular that some verbs are seldom or never used without them. Where this is the case
in standard modern Russian, we note it below.

The verb prefixes can also sometimes be used with nouns and adjectives, especially if these are derived from

verbs.

Prefix

New Meaning Imparted

Examples

B-/BO-

entry into an enclosed space

nati—to walk in a certain direction
BOUTU—t0 enter an enclosed space
nyira—soul
BOOAYIIEBUTL—O inspire, to enthuse

BOC-

a rising up, an ascending

craTb—to stand

BoccTaTb—to rise up (in the sense of rebel)
niTatb—to nourish

BocrnuTatb—to rear (a child for example)
CTaHOBUTBLCS—t0 become

BOCCTAaHOBUTL—1O0 restore, rebuild

BEBI-

an emergence from an enclosed
space

nati—to walk in a certain direction

BBIMTH—t0 exit an enclosed space
Jie3Tb—to crawl

BbUIE3Th—t0 crawl out
koratb—to dig

BbIKOTIaTh—t0 dig out

3a-

a moving off to one side

uaTr—to walk in a certain direction
3alTU—to turn aside, to make a stop during a journey
noxutb—to lay (use without a prefix is non-standard)
3a/I0)KUTh—tO set aside, to pile up, to pawn
3a/10)kHUK—a hostage
MeHsATb—t0 change
3aMeHUTb—t0 replace

u3-/uc-

an exhausting

yepriatb—to dip in a container and draw out liquid
rcuepnbiBaTh—t0 get out everything possible
nosHbli—round, fat, full
vcnonHuTh—to fulfill
TepebuTh—to pull at something, to pluck
uctpebutb—to annihilate
cnegoBaTh—to follow
uccnenosatb—to study thoroughly, to investigate
HOCUTb—'O care, to wear
M3HOCUTHCSI—to become worn out
BpalaT—to rotate
n3Bpalatb—to subvert
M3BpalljeHre—a perversion
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Ha- a falling or placement upon uaT—to walk in a certain direction
something HaiitTu—to find
nactb—to fall
HamacTb—to attack
cTpouThb—to build, to set in order
HacTpouThb—to prepare for use, adjust, configure
cTosiTb—to stand
HacTosiuii—actual
copuTb—to toss litter
HaCOpPUTb—to cover in litter

0-/06- a going around, a visiting of all uaTr—to walk in a certain direction

sides obomtr—to bypass, to walk around

»xuratb—to burn something (archaic without prefix)
obkuratb—to scorch, to singe

Kpyr—a circle
OKpy>kHOM—encircling

HsATh—t0 take (dialectal without any prefix)
06HATL—tO embrace

0T-/0TO- a moving back natu—to walk in a certain direction
oToWTH—tO step back

reyaTb—a seal, a stamp
oTrevyaratb—to print

cnatb—to send
oTocsaTb—to send away

nepe- a moving through 6patb—to pick up
nepeObpaTb—to sort out

nyratb—to try to frighten, to threaten
niepernyratb—to thoroughly frighten

npaBuTb—to lead, to rule
nieperipaBa—a river ford

To- to some extent Kyliatb—to eat

noky1atb—to have something to eat
Oerarb—to run

nober—an escape
HU3KUH—low

noHu3uThcsi—to debase oneself

Toj- a placing under something cTpoutb—to build, to set up
noJcTpouTh—to arrange for something to happen
HsATh—t0 take (dialectal without any prefix)
MOAHATL—tO raise
pBITb—t0 burrow
JpbITb—to undermine
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pu-

a bringing or coming near, an
attaching

O6m3uTb—to bring near (rare without prefix)
npubsu3uTh—to bring near

natu—to walk in a certain direction
NIpUATH—tO arrive

HATb—t0 take (dialectal without any prefix)
npuHsiTb—accept, adopt

mpe-

a going too far

JlatTb—to give
ripefiaTb—to betray
CTynuTh—tO0 step
rpecTynuTh—to violate
rpecTyIvleHrhe—a crime
JIelCTBOBaTh—t0 act
nipesto0ozielicTBoBaTh—to commit adultery
JlessHue—an act
npentoboessHe—adultery

Tpo-

a passing along or through

BoAUTL—t0 lead
nipoBoiMTh—to conduct along a course
ripoBog—an electrical conductor

pacTu—to grow
ripor3pacTatb—to raise (a plant for instance)

pa3-/pac-

a distribution or scattering

HOCUTb—1O carry
pasHocutb—to deliver to multiple locations
b6pocatb—to throw
pa3zbpocarb—to scatter
BOAUTL—tO lead
pa3BoguThcsi—to divorce
rjac—yvoice
pasriacutb—to announce to a wide audience
TOUUTb—t0 wear down
pactounTenbctBo—profligacy
K/1a/piBaTh—to lay (archaic without prefix)
packsa/ibiBaT—to set up, to spread out

c-/co-

a descent or a coming together

exatb—to travel by vehicle
cbexaTb—to leave a road
natu—to walk in a certain direction
coritui—to go down (such as to the town)
cTaBuTb—t0 place something in an upright position
COCTaBUTb—t0 compose, to assemble
K/a/ibIBaTh—to lay (rare without prefix)
ckmagpiBaTb—to fold
6mi3uTb—to bring near (archaic without prefix)
com3uTe—to bring together
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y_

a departing or putting away

uaT—to walk in a certain direction
yitr—to depart on foot

K/1a/ibiBaTh—to lay (rare without prefix)
yKJ1aJbIBaTb—t0o put into storage

CTaHOBUTBLCS—t0 become
yCTaHOBUTb—tO set up, to establish
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