one question
two questions
three questions

OZIVIH BOIIPOC
JiBa BOTIPOCa
TpM BOIIpOCa
YyeThIpe BOl:Ip(;CEl

Grammar 14—Counting Things

In English when we count something we change the ending of its
name:

one question
two of question
three of question
four of question

See Also

* Language Generator 19—Number
Agreement

five of questions
six of questions

TISITh BOTIPOCOB
11eCTb BOTIPOCOB
Notice how the word “Bonpoc” changes:

One: nominative case and singular
A few (2—4): genitive case (but still singular!)
Many (5 or more): genitive plural

Compound Numbers

This is done in Russian too, but in a slightly more complex way. It looks like this:

If a number is pronounced as multiple words, only the last part determines the number and case of the noun:

[IBaZillaTh OJJUH BOTIPOC
JBajIaTh 1B BOIPOCaA
JBajLiaTh TPH BOIPOCA
JIBa/IL[aTh YeThIpe BOIPOCa
JIBa/LIaTh MISITh BOIPOCOB

twenty one questions
twenty two questions
twenty three questions
twenty four questions
twenty five questions

Special Forms of Small Numbers

oauH—the number one has gender and (astonishingly) a plural form which is used with plural-only nouns.

OpuH is declined like sTOT:
Y MeHsI eCTb O,ZLI/iH Bonpéc.
Y MeHsI eCTh OjjHa KHHTA.
Y MeHsI eCTb O/I[Hl/i YackL.
A BI/i)Ky O,E[H}; Kdl_uKy.

51 BIIKY OJHOTO Ue/IOBEKa.

I have one question.
I have one book.

I have one clock.

I see one cat.

I see one man.

ABa, fiee—the number two has gender, but no plural form. It also has an animate accusative form:

Y MeHs ecCTb /iBa BOMpoCa.
Y MeHs1 eCTb JIBe KHUTH.
51 BUXKy [IBYX JHOfEMN.

I have two questions.
I have two books.
I see two men.

TpH, YeTbIpe—the numbers three and four have an animate accusative form:

I see three men.
I see four men.

51 BUXKy TpEx Jtofien.
51 BUXKY ueThIpEX roei.

Cases

As a beginner you can get by just using nominative and accusative phrases counting phrases as shown above.
But should know that counting phrases in other cases are used, particularly in written Russian.

Counting Years

When counting years we switch from the word “roz” to “neto” when we switch to the genitive plural:

MHe ueTbIpe roja. I am four years old.
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Grammar 14—Counting Things

MHe [0ATh JIeT. I am five summers old.
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